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dignant judge, having read the book and seen the film, held
that the first was of a highly immoral tendency and not
entitled to protection, and that the latter was of so vulgar a
character ns to disentitle the defendant to his costs. I
remember reading the book myself. The authoress relied
upon rows of asterisks at critical points to stimulate the
imagination ; a more modern and tougher age dispenses with
the asterisks altogether, and the book today would pass
without notice.
Copyright means the sole right to produce or reproduce
the work or any substantial part of it in any material form
whatsoever, or to deliver it in the form of a lecture. It
includes also the right to produce, reproduce, or publish any
translation of the work; to convert it into a dramatic work by
way of performance or otherwise and vice versa ; and to make
any record or contrivance by which the work may be mechan-
ically performed or delivered. In the case of an unpublished
work it means the right to publish.
The Indian Courts before the Act had held that copyright
in English books did not confer the right to have the book
translated into an Indian vernacular, and that such a transla-
tion was therefore no infringement of copyright. This seems
a strange decision; but the Act of 1911 now settles the
question in the opposite sense.
The rights thus given continue during the author's life
and for a period of 50 years after his death. Where there is
a joint authorship, the period is for the life of the author
who dies first and for fifty years after his death, or during
the life of the author who dies last, whichever period is the
longer. But in order to prevent a selfish refusal by the owner
of the copyright to give the public the benefit of publication,
certain important provisions should be noticed. Anyone
may lawfully reproduce for sale any copyright work on the
expiration of 25 years from the death of the author if he has
given notice in writing of his intention to do so and has paid
the owner of the copyright royalties at the rate of 10% on
the published price in respect of all copies sold by him. Fur-
ther than this, a complaint may be made to the Judicial
Cocaxaittee at any time after the author's death that the
owner of the copyright has refused to publish or to allow